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to communicate with the people of the city. Nowadays his different Kinds of side face
| oollles have hecome the “twml(lmg IIIBIIIIBSEIIIE” of this stodyy city, they have he-
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Knighﬁand (hereinafter referred to as K):
What Es the motivation for you to paint
theselpictures of faces?
Zhang Dali (hereinatter referred to as Zhang):
.Nau‘omli[}', 1o track the characteristics of this
nationalily, whal 1 have painted 1x the same
with the people themselves.

|
K: Afe all these people Han nationality?
Zhanyg: All are Han nationality, Al present |
can qlnly do one hundred, while actually T want
to de more, one thousand and ten thousand.
However 1o do thil needs more people and at
Lhis fsmgc] still can not.

|

K: It would cost you a lot, does it need
several million for ten thousand people?
Zhang: Nearly. Therefare I will first do one
hugpdrad 1o make a record that can be exhib-
ilc&l in other countries, and then I will recur
o bthers” power to continue,
K:i|‘r‘our starting point is art, however when
yqu really make it, whether it will become
a kind of social activity or ethnical activity?
“hang: Yes, it may have other aspects, but
fbr me. things seen by others are their
bl.\sinesses, what I want are just those be-
I+ngad 10 me.

FL: | assume that the foreigners may like
fo collect these kinds of things.

Fhang: I would like for Chinese o collect,
put I would not say “please buy it™.

|K: At the same time would you still like to
Imake the city as your canvas and to con-
Itinue you face signal?

|Zhang From 19935, it has lasted lor six or
seven years, I think I will do over wn years.

|| K: Using time to strengthen the purity of

| art?
| Zhang: Mainly it is time that is changing the
| ity time 1s flowing, so the city, and also the
| people have been wandering everywhere and
| ¢hanging. Someone got successful while
someone not. Therefore my work also con-
tinues in this time and space, and can link with
| the era. 1 think il is a very importanl thing, il
| is not only concerning your perseverance,
| while you want w do really meaningful thing,,

| which is of the most importance. Tt is better

for the work to illuminate something, espe-

clally at the lime thal China is in such a blun-
dering situation, I think it is very hard to com-
plete a rough task, All the people wanl 1o get
the biggest achievement in the shortest time,
if your wisdom allows, vou can. However it
still has something to be done with the perse-
verance and time to test and prove your
rightmess.

K: You transformed your head portrait to

AK-47 and to these works, then what kind

of relationship between them?

Zhang: There is some relationship in the lat-
ter part, all of my works have some relation-
ship in the latter part. All of these are very
different in the style, actually they all con-
ceul my care for the reality of presence, and
also [ think as an artist we should not be
punctilious, e.g2. vou repeat one kind ol siyle
and there's no space for you lo improve, you
have been controlled by those styles which
, you should make all styles
to serve vou. You can wrile or paint

are lotally wrong

realistically, or you can make the sculplure,
you can do what you want,

K: It seems that it is not genuine for oth-
ers to treat you as a “one-carve immortal”!
Zhang: You can do what you want, I think it
is a question of thinking. What are you
thinking, if is very important? What has vour
comsciousness been caring about? And Lo what
degree for your care? I think that's the main
point.

K: But why the picture you chose is you
yourself?

Zhang: Yes, the picture emanates from myself,
however with its development it will not only
stand for myself.

K: It has been seen a lot in other places,
then what do you think for others to use
your signal?

Zhang: T can not stop them, but they are not
the real artistic exchange.

K: When you first began to do the head
portrait, what persuaded you to do so?
Zhang: It is still to do an

exchange with the city.

Because the first group of

artists did what they want

in the tower of ivory, it

iPeaple “3_>

Zﬁa ng Eh



- @ i %xnke



€160 1S 1) L A 0 4110 AL VO 61 o ) o O L A A L L R

=

=
[=]
o
P
o
wn
o
O
=
]
L)
wn
-
—
o
[
1=
=
=]
=
4




a5 | @@ %kH Zhang Dali



R ERMMARERRS, SnfEE
B B A9F ok 2
M EWEIELEA 7, BEA R —EE
I B9 ERHT 22 i,

B BRGNS EEE TEEHN
T A a8

m

B B—AERELE, BERFR
e, samszsts R
e AHOBERIEF KN, REE—FE
RESHOEE, —ERHEERE
Fik, DEEHENSEBAKT, &
ER—8, HETHEAR TR
W, REEREE, BEREERT E
RS, LR £ B RS
BT, WA ERE . R ES
WEATRT , o RE=L"+—, {5
2B HTRIT , bt Bt L — B R
%, MELHET MERGTFERLE,
BRI RO RE, )

B RETATEEHE,

EHERE
—ERREIE MENF AR
3R VB, FREGIE

: PRI SHEE, ISR —ER SR
TIERERE EEERIETART
A CHEEEERTHER. ©

was very hard for them to breakthrough their
own mind and therefore it became very hard
for them to exchange their thoughts with the
common people. Moreover the exhibition
space in China is limited, ¢.g. for the advanced
artist, they could not get any places. Just as
an actor, you are very skillful, but yvou could
not find a platform. Therefore at that time I
got the idea to take my art out of the studio
and then put them inside the city. Taking the
city as a big art gallery which is always chang-
ing and always flowing, if my art and my
painting vanishes in the city, [ will continue
my painting and make it changeable, that’s
my point.

K: You have been painting during the
years and nothing wrong happened,
whether it can be approved as the devel-
oprment of the society?

Zhang: That’s for the catholicity of the
society. In common sense, my art is the un-
acceptable art for the common people. This
kind of art in ten years ago could be treated
as illegal and I should be put in prison. How-
ever at present the common people may not
like a special kind of thought or art, but they
can tolerance and allow them to be existing,
therefore it is a kind of catholicity, it is a kind
of development.

K: You have been paying your attention
to the society, then what do you think is
the biggest change between now and ten
years ago?

Zhang: The change of people is tremendous,
I think one is the attitude towards money and
one is the attitude towards the surrounding
environment. China has changed a lot within
the last ten years, and the most important thing
is, ten years ago, Chinese people were
unfloating peaple, while now are floating,
This kind of floating brings the changes for
the whole environment. E.g. nowadays many
farmers have given up the farm work because
they could become moneyless with farming,
therefore they rush into the cily and do every
kind of work. If you are not satisfied with his
work, he could find another one. He has to-
tally changed his former status. What I'm pay-
ing the most attention are these kinds of
issues, and then I will use the artistic language
to represent them.

K: | can not help asking you, you are al-
ways wearing the sunglasses, is it an
image-building, and what kind of relation-
ship it has with the art?

Zhang: No, it has no much relationship with
art.

K: The last question, it is just for my
curiosity. What do you think is most
delicious?

Zhang: Eating Rinse Mutton and drink Spirit.
if I haven’t eaten them for a while I will miss
them. From certain
aspects, I think Rinse
Mutton and Spirit are the
soul of the city.*
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