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Leave anc n ['he K v \rt Mig
Han Jing
From “Underground™ to “Ground”, from “Leave” to turn™, from “Ox 1 to ¢l I developmer
Chinese contemporary art has been accompanied with the confrontation, combination, coexistence and intertexture
with the West. For various reasons, a number of avant-garde artists in the 1980s left China. They became the cultural
ptoneers, and provided the most direct and frontline art channel for the West to understand China. However, in the
recent years, many of them have chosen to return to China. There are many reasons for commuting between the East
and the West, such as identity recognition. But it is worth mentioning that for one thing, the change of creation
ecology makes the previous art a failure, so “returnee”™ artists need to restart to face different cultural contexts and
value judgment; for another, in the field of contemporary art, globalization has gradually accelerated the migration
of artists and the collision between different cultures on different occasions. Coupled with the influence of Internet
the emphasis on “location™ in the self-closed time has been weakened. No matter in art or life, we are often not
confined to fixed and single scenario. Therefore, the concern about the problem of artists” migration should not just
be limited to physical “space”; and more attention should be paid to changes on the levels of ps) chology and
consciousness. Therefore, the so-called art migration should be a dual issue of geographical and cultural transcendence.
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