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Interior of the Secundra Bagh

Status: Possibly staged

Technique of Fakery: Staged Scene,
Date and Time Period: March or April 1858; (Before 1900)
Themes: Death, Military, War, Photojournalism

In November 1857 British forces put down an Indian rebellion in Lucknow
(northern India). Two thousand sepoys who had holed up in the Secundra
Bagh Palace were killed. The British buried their own dead, but they left

the Indian dead to rot.

A few months later (around March or April 1858), photographer Felice Beato
arrived in Lucknow and took a photograph of the interior of the Secundra
Bagh Palace. Bones of the dead can be seen in the foreground of’ the photo,

lying exposed on the ground.

There is controversy about whether corpses actual ly were still lying

unburied when Beato was in Lucknow. A reporter for The Times reported
seeing unburied skeletons as late as April 1858. But a British officer,
Sir George Campbell, wrote in his memoirs that Beato arranged for bones
to be disinterred and scattered around in order to recreate the aftermath

of the battle.
References:
= Secundra Bagh after Indian Mutiny. Wikipedia,

* Harris, David. (1999). Of Battle and Beauty: Felice Beato's Photographs of China.
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William H. Musmler { 1832-1884; active Boston & New York)
"Mrs. Conant of Banner of Light. Her Brod :
Albumen prin carte de visite,

rty
i not least,three very wanderful pictures of Mrs. Fannie s,
« the Banner of Light *
ublitled “An Exponent of the Spiritual Philosophy of the Nineteenth
Century, had the | Largml culation of any s paper in the world, For three dollars 2
E age ewspaper containing forty
g, Fratures inchuded a literary section offering
occasional French and German works i transtation, but specializing in “Original Novelettes
of reformatory tendencies.”
Rannerof Light also featured reports of sprifual lectures by “able Trance and Normal
sjects, general interest

1 special service: messages from the dead
The Message Depariment was described a5 s page of Spirit-Messages from the departed o
their friends thelife, given through the mediumship of Mrs. | H. Conant, providing
dir een the Mundan
ld provided a 400-page
o ered by mrs.ms!h cmp.h!wrrr umship. The Biography of
subtitled i Through Her M ip, was published in
W, White in 1873
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