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Attention to excellent Chinese contemporary artists is not only the academic setting of United Art
Museum, but also the bounden cultural obligation of United Art Museum. Four reasons account for our
promotion of “From Reality to Extreme Reality--The Road of Zhang Dali” as the large

individual research exhibition. First of all, as an artist with strong sense of history, he has not only
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preserved intact personal literature and documents, but also been able to provide representative
works created in all periods; second, during the whole process--from the formation of China’s
contemporary art to the present, he not only takes an active part in the movement but also launches
remarkable works in ceaseless efforts; third, in spite of his identity as a occupational artist to live by
selling works, the fact proves that he has never repeated himself or plagiarize others, and on the
contrary he has always been in great creating state; and fourth, compared with some artists who
constantly change the directions of creation in order to cater for others or the market, he is different

with his coherent thinking logic and visual logic.

It's indicated from the information that Zhang Dali’s creation can be divided into two phases. In the first
phase, from the beginning of his college in 1983 to 1992, his main focus was on form innovation,
which is supposed to be related with his learning in Central Academy of Arts and Design and the deep
influence of Mr. Wu Guanzhong. However, during the second phase--from 1992 until now, he has
been clearly aware that in the contemporary society with problems mushrooming, the significant
mission for art is to voice the current situation of human survival which can further promote the
wholesome development of contemporary culture. Therefore, resolutely he transformed his focus from
aesthetic expression to conceptional expression. It's noteworthy that he doesn’t simply adopt the
practice of learning from western contemporary art; moreover, he combines personal feeling with the
reality and sublimes step by step a series of relevant concepts and artistic methods. He has always
been said as a generalist because on one hand he undertakes the creation of oil painting, Chinese
ink painting and sculpture and on the other hand he also devotes himself to the creation of image,
behavior and devices. As a matter of fact, from the specific creation we can see that none of his works
are made without reason; that is, a topic to be discussed is found first and then an appropriate form.
For him, the form is only the extension of the thought, which is undoubtedly worth learning from by his

colleagues.

Zhang Dali’s fame at home and abroad begins from his bareheaded profile graffiti created in all sites
where relocation was implemented wantonly in Beijing after his returning to China in 1995. And next
within the framework of the new world civilization and Chinese history, he launched a series of works
with profound influence one after another with one great title of introspection of “Chinese Offspring”,
among which the attention to people in lower class was apparently of important weight. Examples are
AK-47, Slogan, Meat Jelly Workers, Chinese Offspring, Man and Beast, Wind Horse Flag, We, The
Second History, Visual Machine and Square and so on. In these works he respectively discussed the
internal reasons for the current survival situation of our nation from many factors like history, reality

and politics. These reasons are not only thought-provoking but also worthwhile for art theorists to
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carry on more delicate research.

I hope this exhibition can be part of the grand sweep for restudying and rewriting China’s

contemporary art history.

(July. 31st, 2015 in Wuhan Huanz Lake )

(Author: executive curator of Wuhan United Art Museum )

(XiESHRF 1998125 A) Dialogue and Demolition 1998125 A 100X150cm 19984

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=cta951U...  5/21



2015/10/23 M- BEE | BLSE RIS Se—ik K ) 2 1

(fELI &R E) On the Red Earth 200X300cm 20074F

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=cta951U...  6/21



2015/10/23 M- | NBLSE BRI B Se—ik K ) 2 14

{AK-47(W.9) ) 102X82cm 20105

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=cta951U...  7/21



2015/10/23 M- | NBLSE BRI B Se—ik K ) 2 14

{AK-47(Y10) ) 102X82cm 20114

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=cta951U...  8/21



2015/10/23 M- | NBLSE BRI B Se—ik K ) 2 14

{[O%= Slogan(11) ) 182X223cm 20074

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=cta951U...




2015/10/23 WL RE | NI SRR S —ik K 2

{J= Slogan(61) ) 79X97.5cm 20104

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTYOMTEzNA==&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=cta951U... 10/21



2015/10/23 M- | NBLSE BRI B Se—ik K ) 2 14

(BRERTI) Meat Jelly Mingong 26x20x20cm 20004F

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=cta951U... 11/21



2015110123 MR | IS B AR IR Se— ik R 2

(HRERTI) Meat Jelly Mingong 26x20%20cm 20004

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=cta951U... 12/21




2015/10/23 M- JBEE | B S A R Si—3K Ky 2 1%

7 La 3
{I 1}‘

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzAS5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=cta951U... 13/21



2015/10/23 M- BEE | BLSE RIS Se—ik K ) 2 1

(AREGRI) Meat Jelly Mingong 26x20x20cm 2000£F

& e

(#x) Chinese Offspring ¥ZIEX Rasin 20055

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=ctad951U... 14/21



2015/10/23 - | LS UM B St — ik K 2 ¥

(Fi%) Chinese Offspring ¥7E$N Rasin 20055

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=cta951U... 15/21



2015/10/23 - | LS UM B St — ik K 2 ¥

(fhi%) Chinese Offspring I¥1%$X Rasin 20055

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=ctad951U... 16/21



2015/10/23 M- BEE | BLSE RIS Se—ik K ) 2 1

(#p&) Chinese Offspring ¥ZIEX Rasin 20055

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=ctad951U... 17/21



2015/10/23 WL RE | NI SRR S —ik K 2

(XSHEY 12848 (Wind Horse Flag) NO.12 220x80x330cm 20085

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=cta951U... 18/21



2015/10/23 -SRI | AT Sz 3t IR Sl— Bk K g 2 K

(BL% (§d) ) Flying on a Horse(bronze) 235X60X218cm 20074

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzAS5MTYOMTEzNA==8&mid=208408400&idx=2&sn=505062313b3e2970042d9778d0cb770b&scene=1&srcid=cta951U... 19/21




2015/10/23 WL RE | NI SRR S —ik K 2

(ASEFE) (Man and Beast) IFIEN Fiberglass 350X200X360cm 20084
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