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"Mirs. Conant of Banner of Light. Her Brother, Chardes H. Crowell”

Aldburren print carte de visibe, circa 1868

Im an 1571 advertisemont affering spirit photographs for sale at thirty cervts each or foar for a
didlar, Mumler lists “Last, but not beast, theee very wonderful pictures of Mrs. Fannbe Conar,
the cebebrated mediam for the Banner of Light.”
Banner of Light, & weeldy subtitled “An Exponent of the Spiritual Philosophy of the MNineteenih
Contury,” had the Bagest circulation of any spiritaalist paper in the weekd. For three dollars a
year, subscribers would get "a first-class cighl-page Family MNewspaper contalning foaty
coduming of inbonedting and Estructive rrading,” Feaburs inchided a Bherary section olfering
oocasional French and German works in translation, bul specializing in “Ovriginal Novelettes
of meformuatony hendencies.”
Banner of Light also featuned reports of spiritaal lectures by “able Trance and Mormal
speakers,” original cssays on spinitual, philosophical and scentific subjects, general nbeest
current evenis, and a very special service: mwssages from the dead.
T Message Dvpartmert wid described s "a page of Spirt-Messagpes from the departed to
therdr frbends in carth-life, given through the mediumship of Mrs. |. H. Conand, providing
direct spirvi-inercourie betwern the Mundane and Super-Mundare Woskde™
Fanny Conant was prolific: the beok Flashes of Liph from (e Spéril-World peovidod a 400-page
compilation of quéstions answered by the spirits through her mediumship, The Biagrapiy of
Mirs. Comani, subtitled Rosmortalily Demomsiraled Throwgh Her Modiunship, was published in
Boston by W, Whate in 1573
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Civll War Generals, ¢, 1865

Generally regarded as the world's first commercially sucéaisful photojaurnalist,
Matthew Brady was also one of the medium's most accomplished sl W In
this group portrait of Willlam Tecumseh Sherman and his top officers; he added one
figure. For the record, the men are, standing, from left: Gliver Otis Howard, Willlam
Babcock Hapen, Jelfersom Columbus Davis and Joseph Anthony Mower seated.
from beft: John Alexander Logan, Sherman, Henry Wamer Slocum and Francis P.
Blair.
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Interior of the Secundra Bagh

Status Posubly staged
Technlges of Fakery: Soaged Soeme

Date &nd Tima Pariod: Manth of Agdl 1RSA; (Refora 1900]
Thefai: Desllh, MBLaAy, Wi, Pholojoushalism

In Bovesber 1857 British forcez put down an Indian rebollion in Lucknos
(morthern Imdial, Two thousan sepoys who had holed up In the Secundra
Bagh Palace wore kl11lod. The British buridd thole own doad, bt they left
the Indian

ol to- rot,

& few months Intor (around March or April 1858), photographer Fel ice Deato

arrived in Lockpow and ook a photogroph of the interior of Uw Secundra

Bagh Palace, Bones of the dend cnn be soen in the foreground of the phato,

Iving exposed on the ground.

There is controversy shoutl whother corpses nctumlly were still Iving

unhuried shen Bento =as in Luchknow, A rfeporter for The Times reported
ong as late ag April 1858, Rut g Beitish ofTicer,
Sir George {.'|5|1'l|-:'| l. wrote In bhis semairs that Besta arranged (or bones

seaing unboried shel

o he disintérried and scattered arodmd in 6rder o rééreale Lhe altermith
al the battle

Refarences:

= Secursdo Bagh sfter Indiss Matiny. Wikipedia

= Harris, David, {1959, OF Datte and Beacdy: Feiice Beato’s Protagraphs of China.
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Source: Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division

circa 1864: This print purports to be of General Ulysses S, Grant in
front of his troops at City Point, Virginia, during the American Civil
War, Some very nice detective work by researchers at the Library of
Congréss revealad that this print Is a composite of three separate
prints:

(1) the head in this photo s taken from a portrait of Grant;

(2) the horse and body are those of Major General Alexander M.
McCook; and

{3) the background is of Confederate prisoners captured at the battle
af Flsher's Hill, WA,
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