"From Reality to Extreme Reality - The Road of
Zhang Dali": Zhang Dali's Solo Exhibition
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Zhang Dali (b. 1963 Harbin) graduated in 1987 from Beijing’s Central Academy of Art and
Design (now Tsinghua Academy of Art and Design), and currently lives and works in
Beijing. In the early 1990’ he gained wide spread notoriety from his street art graffiti
works, spray- painting his tag in areas slated for demolition, reacting to Beijing city
planners’ aim of radically reducing old Hutong neighborhoods of traditional one- story
courtyard residential housing . In so doing, he was among the first artists in China to
focus on drastic urban changes, via demolition and displacement, which then became
one of the central preoccupations of his artistic practice.









Zhang Dali has consistently focused on social reality and the human condition for city-

dwellers; recording these every- day realities has been a mainstay motivating force and
source of inspiration throughout his practice. Zhang Dali views daily life much like an

urban anthropologist cum archivist; collecting historical research materials of ordinary



lives,including documentary records and portraits, news footage, current affairs, and
environmental studies, as they intertwine in shaping the vitality of our daily urban
existence.
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