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Q : We know you are an expert and scholar in art materials and art preservation, what do you
think ?

BAEEGE—AEMFE  BRE—EZAMHIIZARFRFIENESR , BRNITREFINZA
PRy " EASEE " X—apriay ?

A : is permanence and impermanence in contemporary art Permanence and Impermanence
have always existed in visual art, as a metaphor for life and death. Food art has existed since the
Roman times, and still-life paintings show the temporality of life. Today, artists work in the
same subject, except instead of painting a lemon or a cadaver they use the actual thing. On the
other hand, many artists want to have their work be as stable as can be so that the market value
can go up and collectors can invest in stable art. The representation of Permanence and
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Impermanence is more complex than this, but here is the short answer to your question.

"EASER " XN RERNRZAEA—EHFEE | S IRESHHRIE , NEZSRIEHMITE |
WA TR TERARYNZEAER , MEFLEMEERAEETTRIREMEX—NE. SKRHZARKRN
EFREEX MR |, SRRZARNZRERME —FEITERE PR, ISRNZARKIIFHeE
ERATEEEFRREININEE. SRERI—HE , EEREZAREEE CHZRmEERST
E—MERERRE | XERNETLURF T EREFITUEGERIMGEERE. WIkER " BAST
B BRENZ FEAXERIEESSR , EXHERANIHRAmEERR—T,
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Q : Zhang Dali is a very active artist in China and he has used a lot of different materials and
techniques to create his works. Among his most famous works are A Second History and Us, in
A Second History he has collected documents from archives, in Us he has used five cadavers,
that can now be preserved. Before him no artist in China has used such techniques in his
creation. These materials are very different from traditional materials and made many people
uncomfortable, they are also difficult to preserve. Do you think materials can represent the
spirit of artworks ?

SKANB—NAEFEIFEEENNEARRK , tERSTHARM I RN ER | EREERER
=2 (FTHR) (&) . (FTHE) XMHrRAEEEERNER | IS TRERESEX
. (FAD) X EREERGER T SHARPRTRA | XEPFIEERILURE TR, ERKANZ
Bl  IREPEZARERXAST RS TONE | XEMHIRERIEERARNAR , hibANR
TEFBR . SREARFRE. (RAARRTLAE— A ERAEHEHD ?

A: Oh yes - very much! There is certainly a ‘Language of Materials’ in Contemporary Art. As
conservators, we are very much aware of the meaning of a material or material combination.
Human hair is often used to signify the presence of a human being, concrete can be used to
represent modern ideas, or muteness and violence, or free masonry and Temple Myth. For a
conservator it is crucial to understand this language and be informed, either through the artist
or through research

SRR BERXHN | EINZAESERE T " MHINES " . (FATURZARMHRES
K BAHFERREMHNEN , ABSEZERRAR—TARGE | KiEHmEEBRREMCHIN
2, EERARRE A BN BEER RS SR, (FAZARREWMEIRRE
MRIPER |, AERXMESHERZFRIITEEERIFEXEN , XE/FmAvERTREERET
SARKREA | LR BEARMEZIR.
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Q : China is experiencing a huge and unseen transformation, capital is entering in every corner
of life, what do you think is the relationship between art and market ?

PEEELEH— AL EAREENEREN | RETLEAE  FEEHE—MEE. BANZANH
BHIRRRTA?

A : Good question! The exchange is very welcome, in the US there are a lot of Chinese artists
represented and this helps to understand the other nation’ s psyche. As a conservator, Iam
concerned about the integrity of the artworks during its life and being treated without
understanding the work - in mutually, Chinese and Western art. I would not be able to treat a
Chinese work of art, unless I was informed about its meaning ant the culture behind it.

WFRER , IFEEWXERIRZN. EEERRSZAKERCEN , BIFREZATRAN—EREEEE
BN FmENEEERBRAE, BYXERAEIMERINTUE—ERNRERS. HA—
XAENEWATLT , BIEERO—HMERECEGISTHTENE | LA ERIFE T ERIEER
7 TeAXFMEREFEMEALHETRERE. NRFENAEE—HERINTEEE LR ER
RN URERNXUESR | BBABIIMEEE AR EEIX G 2 AR,
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Q : Zhang Dali is always very critical towards society, he has created the term extreme reality,
this term can express the situation of China, many poor people became rich but didn’ tgeta
sense of security, do you think an artist is an intellectual or is a bohemian ?

[H

SKAN—EHR— MR SHTHFARNZAR , el T " Rt " XPRE , XPMEFERETHE
HERIIR | REANRSZEER | BRAEEREEZER. BIANNZARE— MRS FERE
—MNRFSRILA ?

A : The contemporary artist is not a bohemian, in the sense of Paris from modern times. Today,

artists are usually very well informed about the art production and the art world. An artist today
is a visionary, an analyst and a poet.

SRAZAREEFAR—NKRBRILA | BERKTARRETERINTAHEEERI—MA, SRR
SARRETEEZAREUFZAFERA  BEEL , BRAIFTENZEFA.
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EEIEIANER7K Cyanotype Photogram Mounted on Rice Paper and Ink 98X74cm 2013
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REFZHEE (RSN EARHERNELK )

RIS ERERBFIPHCIEFIMEL  LRZARE., ZEESAEANENZAERR
IPREH—TRE ( FRBAEFFIE , FREIFBBEAIE , NEZAE) |, 1983F , fEXEFR
TERKEE. MBI  mERELFRE TFNERRERNZALGE , T 2 A FRAYRFTH
R, FNEIEGAE , FIRINER , ARREE , OFR | EERIRDBENZEAR.

RERFLESNEAMRLEZIANF | FIIBNEARPEREOAN |, $EEF  CEFRENES
BN T REEENEFSHR. 200954 New YorkeriEA "ZAREL" |, 20025AEHLIEIY
RERERFRFFL,

Christian received his training in conservation of medieval paintings and polychrome
sculptures, as well as in art history, in Bonn, Germany. After further studies in conservation labs
in museums (Pinakothek Munich, Kunsthalle Karlsruhe, Hamburger Kunsthalle) he opened his
own practice in Hamburg in 1983. Since then, Christian has worked with some of the most
important collections in Europe and specializes in the conservation of works from artists who
have been charging non-traditional materials such as petroleum jelly, elephant dung, chewing
gum, soap or chocolate with iconographic significance. Christian has lectured and published
extensively on material matters in contemporary art and how they inform, trouble or intersect
with aesthetics, ethics and value. In 2009 he was profiled in the New Yorker as “The Art
Doctor” . He founded Contemporary Conservation Ltd. in New York in 2002.
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Permanence And Impermunence
New Works By Zhang Dali
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China Minsheng Bonk
Beijing Minsheng At Museus
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