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Q : as a curator in a city rich of ancient and modern and contemporary art, what do you think is
the weight of permanence and impermanence in contemporary art?
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A : Contemporary art has always lived on paradox. Already Italian futurists, at the beginning of
the century, theorized the dissolution of artwork. In the Sixties Yves Klein realized an exhibition
in Paris, “Le vide” , where the gallery was completely empty, only lighted with blue light.
Arman answered him with an other exhibition: “Le plein” .In this occasion it was impossible
to enter into the gallery because it was full of material. So, contemporary art swings between
two extremes, that we can called “permanence” and “impermanence” .In history,
permanence can symbolize the West culture and impermanence the East. But not anymore,
now it sasortof “aporia” . Conceptual, body or land art are, all of them, based on the idea
of ephemeral, an idea of art fleeting like life. At the same time, however, videos, photos and
documents capture and keep this type of performance ensuring them a legacy. “Panta rei”
said Eraclito. Buddha speaks about “impermanence” . Every objects, animated or inanimate,
are impermanent. But artwork tends to eternity. This is the contradiction of contemporary art.
return to Futurism: they intimated a rapid rebirth of everything, they said that buildings must
not survive for more than 20 years and an artist when is forty is already too old and new,
younger, artists will come to take his place. But it is an utopia and a provocation, because
everyone of us, in our bottom, wants to live forever. Zhang Dali is also a street artist and Street
Art is a very emblematic case. Right now, in Bologna, we have a great exhibition about Street
Art and it has been accompanied by great controversy just about the graffiti’ s destiny: Must
they be saved from destruction or not? They are born to be impermanent but they become
permanent, considering that we go to see them into museum. We could define contemporary
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art "permanence of impermanent” .
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Q : Chinese contemporary art has gone in less than thirty years from underground to
international museums and to be the object of investment speculation. Do you think this trend
has more positive or negative aspects and what could be future developments?
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A : Ithink that the problem is globalization and itisn” t only a China’ s problem and don't
regards only Art. Art and economy have had always a close relationship. If we think of cinema
or music, they are industries but they have produced many masterpieces. Concerning visual art,
now the client is the market, time ago were popes and kings. The problem is not the market.
With globalization, instead, we risk the cultural levelling, to lose our traditions and our
differences. In every case this is an impoverishment. “Think different” someone said some
years ago. But with globalization we run the risk of becoming all the same.
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Q : Zhang Dali has been a very active artist for about three decades, he has changed
techniques and expressive forms, experimenting with new materials all the time, does this make
his creation impermanent or permanent?
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A : It' spermanent and impermanent at the same time. Zhang Dali is an artist deeply
contemporary and much of contemporary art works like this. Zhang Dali is an artist that
changes techniques and expressive forms but he keeps always a great consistency. His work is
an infinity process and this process is more important than finished product. His work has got a
social aim very strong and a conceptual component equally strong. His work thinks about
present time, reflect on changes of his country and his inhabitants, denounces society' s abuses
and injustices. But, as the art does, he transfigures the accusation in an object with an aesthetic
value, out of time. From this point of view it seems impermanent because it flow together
existence, it focuses on the real time and changes with it. But Zhagn Dali’ s work wants to
became a fixed point, these works will survive their creator and their time. If we think of famous
work “Chinese Offspring” we know very well what it speaks about, but in a hundred years its
meaning will be different, will assume an universal sense about human condition. This is the
difference between an artwork and a newspaper article or a tv report.
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Q : Zhang Dali has created the term "extreme reality", he said in several interviews that realism
in art is not sufficient to express the huge changes taking place at high speed in Chinese
society, do you see his work in continuity with previous "realism" or as a complete break and
therefore fully contemporary? (if we say contemporary art is the art that breaks with past forms)
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A : Ithink that in the history no event breaks with the past, not even the most disruptive. Neo
Classicism was born in opposition to Baroque, Romanticism developed against Neo Classicism
but no movement is born without the movement that preceded it. We wouldn’ t had
avantgarde if there wasn’ t been Academy. Realism don't belong to art history of China. Only
during the nineteen century China began to study western style and began to understand art

like a copy of nature. So far Realism was enough to describe reality, then we have spoken about

hyper-realism or virtual reality. Zhang Dali defines his style “extreme reality” because a work
of art has to be contemporary in the meaning and in the language.
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Q : Art market has existed in Europe for more than a century but is quite new in China. Public
and private museums also have been present in Europe for centuries, also quite recent in China.

Do you think the development of museums and of art market are two separate aspects of the
same trend or are they in some conflict?
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A : Today nothing is in conflict. Today the most important client for an artist is the market.
Today between a fair like Basel where millionaire goes to buy artwork and a cultural exhibition
like Venice Biennale there isn't difference. Maybe one: Basel is most important! I don't know if
it's good but it is. Art is very expensive and during a period of economic crisis like this only
private, like banks or industries can sponsored and supported contemporary art, also through
creation of new museum or new foundation who can be able to bring art in places where art or
culture seem something of faraway or unnecessary. Instead we know that a museum can to
make grow the country's economy.
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Permanence And Impermanence
New Works By Zhang Dali
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