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Q : as an expert of sculpture, how do you think contemporary sculpture is related to
permanence and impermanence?
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A : Contemporary sculpture is related to both. The human condition is immortalized in marble

and evaporates in time-specific art works. Sculptors reflect on temporary issues while others
concentrate on universal values or search for new forms.
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Q : do you see Chinese contemporary art as specific to China or as strongly linked to
international trends in contemporary art?
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A : Although there are obvious links with trends in the international contemporary art, for a
Westerner the Chinese identity of a (Chinese) work of art is always visible.
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Q : You have visited Zhang Dali's retrospective in Wuhan, what do you think of the role of
Chinese private museums in supporting artists?
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A : Being director of a private museum, I am very positive about the role private museums play
in supporting living artists. In my opinion the private museum, run as a company and
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surrounded by circles of private and commercial sponsors, has the future. But it is necessary that
museums follow their artists and show them regularly.
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Q : Zhang Dali is not a sculptor and he is not a painter and neither a photographer, he
describes his works as "extreme reality", do you think this term can be more suitable for Chinese
contemporary reality or is a wider international phenomenon?
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A : Thinking of Ron Mueck, Dan Flavin, Marc Quinn and other ‘realistic’ artists, I would say
‘extreme reality' is not exclusively Chinese.
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Q : Zhang Dali's sculptures are mainly human bodies in life size, they sees to try to capture the
particular moment of a particular person (the same he does with the cyanotypes, trying to
capture the physical object in a specific instant), in your opinion is this a way to make
impermanence permanent?
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A : Tt certainly is and he achieves in transcending the individual into the symbolical.
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Permanence And Impermanence
New Works By Zhang Dali
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