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Cyanotype on canvas 122X152cm
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Gaming Hard for Independence-Zhang Dali on Life and Art
Text: Du Xiyun

Date :July21st 2016
Method:Conversation by writing

Du Xiyun: In your opinion, does livingin the contemporary era make us “contemporary

men” ?

Zhang Dali: It depends on using what kindof scale to measure. If “contemporary men” is
justa physical and temporal concept, then all men living in the contemporary eraare
“contemporary men” . But if judged from the spiritual angle or the knowledgereserve, not
all men are necessarily “contemporary men” .
When we emphasize “contemporary” , we mean to emphasizethe longitude and latitude
lines of civilizationand a special thought and quality that “contemporary men” possess.
This thoughtdiffers from previous ones. It is the right judgment and cognition that can
bemade within the current knowledge structure. Otherwise people living in
thecontemporary era are just trash.
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Du Xiyun: What do you think is “contemporary art” ? Is there “false contemporary art” ?

Zhang Dali: “Contemporaryart” is the “ideological achievement” of “contemporary
men” . The so-called “false contemporary art” lacks this observation ability and quality
andtherefore is incapable of conversing with the contemporary era.
Chinese “contemporary art” can generally be understoodas an art existing under the system
pressure, therefore the artist’ s point of view and attitude, namely the bottom line of
histhought, is very important. I don’ t think these spiritual things can be solvedby
techniques. Due to the market demands, these years some “well-packed” artproducts
sharing the same breath with the system or pandering to the market arecalled
“contemporary art” simply because they have adopted the form of it. Thisis irreconcilable
with the true essence of contemporary art and has blurred thevision of people. Pressure and
revolt cannot be disguised. Why does aperson have to be a “contemporary artist” ? That' s
completely unnecessary.Sticking to tradition is also a good choice.

Du Xiyun: What do you think is “Chinese contemporary art” ? What is the function of
“Chinese contemporary art” in Chinese society?

Zhang Dali: “Chinesecontemporary art” is actually a rebellious art. This art, since its
beginning,has never earned any favor from the system. From underground to overground,
ithas suffered a very difficult time. Since the late 1990s, due to theadvance of capital and
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market, contemporary art has been popularized andaccepted by the system. But this doesn’ t
mean the idea and the spirit ofcontemporary art have been accepted by the system. With the
system reform andthe market package, the concept of contemporary art has been secretly
replacedand complicated. Sometimes it is purely a technique and way of expression
onpeople’ smind. As farasI’ m concerned, the same as contemporary ideology,
contemporaryart is always marching on the road of criticism. They are wolves of thewilderness
and will never be favored by sheep or their owners.

Du Xiyun: Do you think contemporaryartists need to have a basic stand? If so, what kind of

stand will it be? Ifthey deviate or lose it, what kind of result will there be?

Zhang Dali: I don’ tthink a contemporary artist without a stand can create any valuable
artwork. An artist must have abasic stand of distinguishing good and evil and value
judgement. Art creationis the embodiment of ideology, as well as the embodiment of
humanity. If there is no humanistic compassion or love but thethought of “learning things
in order to serve the court” , then an artist canonly be a snobbish craftsman and speculator.
Contemporary art isrebellious art. Without a stand, one can let benefit lead his direction,
andthat’ s how a stand becomes a “beneficial stand” .

-

""5.-..-__..-.

Du Xiyun: Do you think you’ ve heldfast to certain basic stands? Existence is small but

complete, and flesh isgreedy and fearful. How do you face these temptations and pressures?

Zhang Dali: I' ve never given uptemptations. I need them. Existence has its owncomplexity.
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Humanity is even more complicated. In this complicated and toughgame, my grandest
stand is the independence of being man.

Du Xiyun: Art needs instinctivesentiment, which is really complicated and often indescribable.
The moreblurry, polysemic and ambiguous, the more “artistic quality” there is. But manyof
your works are rather concise. Why did you make them that way?

Zhang Dali: I think good works havesomething in common-they do not repel people. Afterall,
art is meant for people to see. Artists need to communicate, share andunderstand things
with others. Why do we have to make things difficult forothers? Is there anything in this
world that cannot be clearly explained? Isit really better to be unclear?

I think art creation is to clarifyunclear things or concepts and to speak out the heartfelt
wishes of themajority. The more confidants, the better. Surely this is not secularization
orpopulism, but using conciseness to generalize complexity and one sentence tospeak out
the truth, a heart-penetrating insight. I ask myself to uphold thisstyle and not to complicate
simple things through deliberate mystification. “Demolition” is "demolishing” . “Chinese
Offspring” is the duplication of bodies. “The SecondHistory” is simplifying the country’ s
political ideology into two contrastivepictures, which are apparent to the eye and meanwhile
reveal the complexitybehind. I am against complicating and blurring theworld. Knowledge is
for simplifying and expurgating the world. Why do we learnknowledge only to act in
contravention?

Du Xiyun: Your work has simple formbut strong conceptual nature. Correspondingly,
knowledgeable people are moreeasily to feel the abundant connotation of it. Art and
perceptual charm haveclose bound naturally. How do you review the relationship of your own
stand,concept and way of expression?

Zhang Dali: These are fairly simpleand interconnected: accurate stand leads to distinct concept;
distinct conceptfinds concise way of expression. Each concept has a corresponding way
ofexpression. Maybe for me it is the best way. This has much to do with aperson’ s acting style
and value judgement. Life is but a span.I need to tellothers my thoughts in a limited time.
Approximately in my sophomore year, I hadalready grasped this way of transformation. During
the process of creation, lam usually emotional, but during the process of thinking, I incline
more toreason.

Du Xiyun: Mighty waves wash awaysand. Nowadays, many artists of the same age as you have
distorted themselvesbeyond recognition or overdrawn their talents in order to pander to power
andmarket. What is your opinion about that?

Zhang Dali: Everyone’ s history is written by himself.You will be what you pursue.I don’ t
oppose market,but I know it s not my ultimate goal. Money makes people rich, but
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notnecessarily smarter. Many people forgot their missions during the process ofpursuing
wealth. Maybe that can’ t be more normal, since it is theweakness of humanity.

Du Xiyun: Let’ s talk about yourrecent works.

Zhang Dali:I' m doing two series now:one is “Cyanotype” , the other is white-marble
sculpture.
I started to study “cyanotype” in 2009.1 enjoyedlight reading and would search for related
information when I encountered interestingstuff. John Frederick William Herschel was very
interesting. He was a famousastronomer, mathematician, chemist and photographer who wrote
several booksabout astrology: “Results of Astronomical Observations made at the Cape of
GoodHope” and “Outlines of Astronomy” .In order to memorize his contribution
toastronomy, International Astronomical Union named the No. 2000 asteroid “Herschel” .The
motto of the Herschel family is touching: astronomy makes us give up thepursuit for wealth, so
as to acquire a godly soul; only with modest, devout andgrateful heart, endless thirst for
knowledge and the magic of the Creator, willastrology provide us with the purest joy.”
“Cyanotype” , a primitive technique of photography, wasaccidentally discovered by him. I
think: why didn’ t China have someone like himin recent times? It seems we have lost interest
in our existence and its surroundingphenomenon. There is no problem with our people or
culture. The biggest problemcomes from the system. Our system doesn’ t encourage
adventure. Being toorealistic, we apply what we have learned and always toe the line. A
nationwithout a spirit of adventure is doomed to fail.
White-marble sculpture continues my attention on otherpeople. This time [ use precious and
rare materials. There’ s a symbolicmeaning: I hope everyone is equal, irrespective ofhigh or
low birth.
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Du Xiyun: I think your work “We" isthe best work of Chinese contemporary art since its

beginning until now. Whatdo you think about it? Where is it now? Where do you hope it goes?

Zhang Dali: It' s stored in mywarehouse, for there’ s hardly any opportunity for exhibition. It is
a risky creation. I don’ t know the result of therisk yet, but I believe this risk have to be
taken by someone. This worktouches upon many questions. It seems to have reached the
bottom line, not onlythe ultimate question of life, but also questions of art, history,
society,political system, economy and law. All those questions are reflected on thefive
specimens of human body. They are the portrayal of contemporary China.They are us. The way
to explain them is the way to explain us. Leave all theseto our later generations..I haven’ t

figured out where this work should go.
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