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This is a new era of enlightenment. Reflections on art during Cultural Revolution were clashing with western enlightenment movement, inducing a grand new trend
of art development. During this time, there were heated discussions over the tradition, status, future, and prospect of Chinese painting, which is historically known
as “the third grand debate over 20th century’ s Chinese painting” . Against this background, new Chinese painting rose above the Cultural Revolution mode and
entered into a new phase of development with the influence of formalism in western modern art. Returning from state ideology to individual perspective and
exploring and constructing Chinese paintings’ modern forms on an ontological level were the mainstream for development of that time. Meanwhile, realism
revolving around patriotism was also developing. Contrary to previous period, this realism underwent fundamental changes in its creation method, perspectives,
themes, and language, which resulted in an overall change in the style and mode of new Chinese painting. The above revolutionary transformation not only
changed the long-standing monotonous realism tone in new Chinese painting but also set a good foundation for the exploration in the next stage. ( Zhang
Xiaoling )
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