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| would like to start Temple Gallery’s Visage series (Face in French) with Zhang Dali.For me he
represents and even incarnates a certain era of China and more specifically of Beijing.
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In the mid 90s and for the next 10 to 15 years, China was expanding rapidly. | could witness it at work

while a banker at JPMorgan Chase but also around my house hidden in the Hutong of Beijing. The city
landscape was transforming fast and relying a lot on migrant works (mingong) from all over the
Country.
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Zhang Dali during those years created beautiful portraits, a sort of homage to the resilience of the

Chinese people and more specifically to these migrant workers modernizing the Country.
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We tried to present in our small gallery art pieces ranging from tags, photography, cyanotypes,
painting, marble sculpture and ceramic demonstrating the artist humanity but also many talents in
mastering so many different crafts.
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Zhang Dali’'s works chronicle some snapshots of contemporary Chinese culture and history. His works

are in many Museum collections around the world.
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Zhang Dali's new series will be visible soon at Qinghua from 1st of November 2023 to 29th of
February 2024.
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Zhang Dali, born in Harbin in 1963, enrolled at the Central Academy of Fine Arts and Design in 1983 (now
Tsinghua University Institute of Fine Arts). After graduating in 1987, Zhang Dali became an eminent
exponent of the first generation of independent professional artists.

His first exhibition was at the Sun Yat-sen Park in 1987. Zhang's creativity has always been focused on
Chinese social reality, and from real life he extracts both the creative inspiration and the artistic expressive
style. From the ink experimentations of the 80's to the graffiti “Dialogue and Demolition”, started in 1992,
he accomplished to transcend from formality to the deepest level of artistic expression.

From 1999, he started to use video, painting, sculpture, installation, documentary archive, and a
comprehensive strategy of different means to realize his artwork. From the first paragraph in the first
chapter of Milan Kundera's “The Book of Laughing and Forgetting” Zhang Dali took inspiration for his "A
Second History”, which consists in a meticulous investigation and classification of Chinese historical images
that he organized into a documentary archive.

From 2009 on, he has researched the old technique of cyanotype, and produced the series “World's
Shadows"”. Zhang Dali’s works have been on show in numerous important exhibitions, including several
large-scale retrospectives.
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